You Cannot Give What You Do Not Have 


"Here To Serve", Part 4 of 4 
Pastor Vince DiPaola 


I) THE PRINCIPLE: 
YOU CAN ONLY GIVE 


WHAT YOU TRULY HAVE 


II) THE PRACTICE: 

TO GIVE YOURSELF, YOU MUST _GROW YOURSELF.. 

"So get rid of all malicious behavior and deceit. Don't just pretend to be good! Be done 
with hypocrisy and jealousy and backstabbing. You must crave pure spiritual milk so 
that you can grow into the fullness of your salvation . Cry out for this nourishment as a 
baby cries out for milk." (1 Peter 2:1-2, NLT) 

"Be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by error. . . but grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ." (2 Peter 3:1 7b-1 8a, NIV) 


"Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly — mere infants in Christ. / 
gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not 
ready . You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are 
you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? For when one says, 7 follow Paul,' 
and another, 'I follow Apollos,' are you not mere men? What, after all, isApollos? And 
what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe — as the Lord has 
assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow . 
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 
things grow ." (1 Corinthians 3:1 -6, NIV) 


"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing ." (John 1 5:5, NIV) 


"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in allJudea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

(Acts 1:8, NIV) 


Three Lessons: 

1 ) When we serve, only God can cause REAL LIFE-CHANGE . 

2) When we serve, we're simply being GOD'S INSTRUMENT . 

3) As we serve, it's vital that we keep __GROWING SPIRITUALLY, 
so that we have a deepening spiritual reserve to draw from. 
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